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Participants 

 
Reza SHARIFI 
Leader 
Afghan Cultural Heritage Organization 
Afghanistan 
  

Mr. Sharifi was born in 1978 in the central Daikondi province of 
Afghanistan, and emigrated to Iran when he was 3 years old. Educated in 
Engineering, he returned to Afghanistan after 20 years and attended a 
polytechnic university while also working in cultural heritage. In 2008 he 
finished his studies in Chemical Technology Engineering at Kabul 
Polytechnic University. 
 
 

 
Sothin KIM 
Chief Office of Research and Documentation of Monument 
Ministry of Culture and Fine Arts 
Cambodia 
  

Mr. Kim studied in Battambong, and continued to the Royal University of 
Fine Arts, Faculty of Archaeology, Cambodia. From 1995 to 2007, he was 
an employee of the Ministry of Culture and Fine Arts working in 
collaboration with the EFEO restoration of Baphoun temple. From the 
beginning of 2007 until the present, he has been a Chief in the Office of 
Research and Documentation of Monuments in the Department of 
Safeguarding and Preservation of Monuments. 
 

 
Yuan DING 
Consultant 
National Historic Cities Research Center 
Tongji University 
China 
  

Mr. Ding finished his Masters Program in Germany in 2003, and then 
graduated from the Architecture College of HUST, one of the top 10 
universities in China. He has been studying Cultural Routes for about 3 
years and has been invited to be a member of ICOMOS SBH and ICOMOS 
China. From 2006, Mr. Ding has worked as a consultant of the Grand 
Canals Cities Union. In 2008, he gained an Award of Excellence from 
ISOCARP, the top award in the field of Urban Planning. Two books of his 
will be published in 2009. 
 

 
 

                                                 
1 Listed by Country. 
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Weihua QIN 
Assistant Professor 
Nanjing Institute of Environmental Sciences 
China 
  

Mr. Qin is an Assistant Professor at the Nanjing Institute of Environmental 
Sciences, Ministry of Environmental Protection of the People’s Republic of 
China. He has worked in Nature Reserves management and biodiversity 
protection since 2004. During the course of his work, he has completed 
some important research projects, including field surveys on National Key 
Protected Plants, Ecological Impacts of Construction Projects on Nature 
Reserves and Wildlife and Environmental Impact Assessment on 
Biodiversity in Nature Reserves. Furthermore, he has visited nearly 30 
nature reserves in China in recent years, and published more than 10 
papers in Academic Journals in China. 
 

 
Peni CAVUILAGI 
Director 
Fijian Department of Culture and Heritage 
Fiji 
  

Mr. Cavuilagi was born in 1958, and is currently working as an 
Administrator for the Government of Fiji. He worked on the drafting of 
Fiji’s first Cultural Policy and the establishment of the National Committee 
for World Heritage for Fiji. He has experience in the Arts and Culture 
sector and works closely with the Fiji Museum, the Fiji Arts Council and 
the National Trust of Fiji. 
 
 

 
Anoop KALLINGAPURAM RAGHAVAN 
Deputy Chief Wildlife Warden 
Keoladeo National Park 
India 
 
 

 

Mr. Kallingapuram Raghavan is the Director of Keoladeo National Park, 
India. He obtained his Bachelor degree in Forestry and joined the Indian 
Forest Service in 2005. He was a Technical Assistant at the Wildlife 
Institute of India, a Guest Lecturer at the College of Forestry, a Senior 
Technical Assistant at the Wildlife Trust of India, and Deputy 
Conservator of Forests. In addition, he has made two publications in the 
Journal of Zoology and Zoos.  
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Nitin Ranveer SINHA 
Consultant, Conservation Architect and Arbitrator 
Heritage Conservation Initiative Consultants (H.C.I.C) 
India 
  

Mr. Sinha is a practicing Conservation Architect and Arbitrator. He is 
involved in Heritage Preservation projects in the role of Consultant and 
also takes up restoration projects as a Contractor. He is also coordinating 
a Legal Cell – NIHLC at NALSAR University of Law in Hyderabad. His 
present assignment is as Team Coordinator and Conservation Architect 
for the Hampi Tourism Strategy, a Department of Tourism, Karnataka 
project for the World Heritage Site of Hampi. 
 
 

 
Suyud WINARNO 
Deputy Assistant for Culture 
Ministry Coordinating People's Welfare 
Indonesia 
  

Mr. Winarno was born in Sleman in 1953. He has a Masters Degree on 
the Management of Human Resources. He has participated in Training 
Courses on the Conservation of Cultural Properties at Gajah Mada 
University and attended a six month UNESCO training course on the 
Conservation of Cultural Properties in Lucknow, India. Currently, he is 
working as an Assistant Deputy for Culture at the Coordinating Ministry 
of People’s Welfare, The Republic of Indonesia. 
 

 
Yumi AKIEDA 
Research Fellow 
National Research Institute for Cultural Properties 
Tokyo 
Japan 
  

Yumi Isabelle Akieda is a Research Fellow at the National research 
Institute for Cultural Properties, Tokyo. She obtained her MSc in the 
Conservation of Historic Towns and Buildings at the Raymond Lemaire 
International Center for Conservation, Belgium. With field experience in 
the repair and restoration office of Horyu-ji Temple (Nara), she has been 
studying the theory and practice of architectural heritage conservation in 
Europe and Japan. She has been a member of ICOMOS Japan since 
2001, a visiting researcher at the Research Center for Disaster Mitigation 
of Urban Cultural heritage, Ritsumeikan university, and part-time 
Lecturer at the Graduate School of Conservation, Tokyo University of 
Arts since 2007. Since July 2008, she has been working in the field of 
international cooperation for cultural heritage and research.
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Devi Roza KAUSAR 
Doctoral Student 
Graduate School of International Development 
Nagoya University 
Japan 
  

Ms. Kausar is an Indonesian currently residing in Nagoya, Japan as a 
Doctoral Student at the Graduate School of International Development, 
Nagoya University. Before coming to Japan, she worked for an NGO 
dealing with ecotourism development in Indonesia. At present, her 
dissertation research focuses on World Heritage Tourism and its 
implications on socio-economic development in the rural areas of 
Borobudur, Central Java, Indonesia. 
 

 
Teruma NAITO 
Consultant 
Iwami UNESCO Association of Japan 
Japan 
  

Mr. Naito is the Assistant Secretary of the Iwami UNESCO Association of 
Japan. Based in the World Heritage Iwami Ginzan Silver Mines, he is 
involved at a community level in conveying the spirit and values of 
UNESCO, and working closely with the local governments and 
community in managing the Iwami Ginzan World Heritage Site. Born and 
educated in Australia, Teruma obtained a law Degree in England and 
worked as a finance lawyer in London before returning to Japan to set up 
a consultancy firm. Amongst other things, Teruma’s recent work involves 
the on-going World Heritage nomination for the Churches and Christian 
Sites of Nagasaki in Japan. 
 

 
Atsushi TABARA 
Senior Researcher 
Cultural Properties Division 
Shimane Prefectural Government 
Japan 

 

 

Mr. Tabara graduated from the Department of Humanities at Shizuoka 
University in 1995 with a special focus on Archeology. From 1995 until 
2005, he worked as a Special Staff of Excavation at the Board of 
Education before assuming his current role as Chief of the World 
Heritage Inscription Section, Cultural Properties Division at the Shimane 
Prefectural Government. 
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Soyoung YOU 
Eco-Activist 
Green Korea United 
Korea 
  

Ms. You obtained a Bachelors Degree in Biological Engineering from 
Kangwon University and has been working with Green Korea United 
since 2006. She has responsibilities regarding conservation activities of 
the DMZ (Demilitarized Zone) in Korea.  

 
Virachith DOUANGCHANH 
Senior in Urban-Rural Environmental Management and Development 
Ministry of Public Works and Transport 
Lao PDR 

 

 

Mr. Douangchanh obtained a Masters of Science Degree in Urban 
Environmental Management from the Asian Institute of Technology 
(AIT). Currently, he is a Senior in Urban-Rural Environmental 
Management and Development at the Ministry of Public Works and 
Transport, Department of Housing and Urban Planning in the Division of 
Urban-Rural Environmental Management and Development. 

 
Farizah IDERIS 
Curator 
Ministry Of Unity, Culture, Arts and Heritage/Department of National Heritage 
Malaysia 
  

Ms. Ideris received her Degree in Human Sciences majoring in 
Sociology, before gaining a Masters Degree in Library Science and 
Management. Her prior job as a curator covered inventory data of 
historical buildings and sites for an in-house database system. Based on 
her experience, she worked as a Heritage Manager with the new 
Department of National Heritage in conservation work for historical 
buildings. Currently, she is in charge of conserving the Sultanate Palace 
(1935), the timber Mulong Mosque (1900) and the Old Tin Warehouse 
(late 1800’s). 
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Utrnasan NOROV 
Secretary-General, Mongolian National Commission for UNESCO 
Management Office of the Orkan Valley Cultural Landscape World Heritage Site 
Mongolia 
  

Mr. Norov was born in Uvurkhangai province in 1951. He obtained a 
Bachelors Degree in World Literature and Russian Language at the State 
Pedagogical University in Moscow and a Doctorate in Philosophy of 
Cultural Traditions and Innovations in Civilization from the Academy of 
Social Sciences, Moscow. He was the Head of Department of External 
Cooperation, Ministry of Education, Culture and Sciences; the Director 
General of the Department of Cultural Policy; the Chief of Department at 
the Center for Social and Cultural Research and a Lecturer and Senior 
Researcher of the Policy Planning unit of the government of Mongolia. At 
present he is the Secretary General of the Mongolian National 
Committee for UNESCO  
 

 
Sein Aung MIN 
Staff Officer 
Nature and Wildlife Conservation Division  
Forest Department 
Myanmar 
  

Mr. Min was born in 1961 and gained a B.Sc in Chemistry at the 
University of Arts and Science in Mandalay. He joined the Forest 
Department in 1983 as a plantation forester. After that he was 
transferred to Popa Mountain Park as a Range Officer and conducted 
conservation activities such as patrolling, education and socio-economic 
data collecting. He then transferred to Yahkine Yoma Elephant Range, 
Kyaikhtiyoe Wildlife Sanctuary and Lawkananda Wildlife Sanctuary as a 
Park Warden. Subsequently he moved to the Directors Office, Nature and 
Wildlife Conservation Division, Forest Department, Ministry of Forestry in 
Nay Pyi Taw as a Staff Officer. 
 

 
Suresh Suras SHRESTHA 
Archaeological Officer 
Ministry of Culture and State Restructuring 
Department of Archaeology 
Nepal 
  

Mr. Shrestha was born in 1972 and gained a Masters Degree in Nepalese 
History, Culture and Archaeology in 1997 and a Masters Degree in 
Sociology in 2002 from Tribhuvan University, Nepal. He has been working 
in the Department of Archaeology in the Ministry of Culture and State 
Restructuring, World Heritage Conservation Section for the last three 
years as an Archaeological Officer. He is responsible for the management, 
conservation and preservation of seven monument zones of the 
Kathmandu Valley World Heritage Site, as well as liaison for the Lumbini 
World Heritage Site. 
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Jim ONGA 
Programme Officer - World Heritage Sites 
Department of Environment and Conservation 
Papua New Guinea 
  

Mr. Onga, the acting Programme Officer for World Heritage sites in 
Papua New Guinea works at the Department of Environment and 
Conservation. He has been heavily involved with the Kuk Early 
Agricultural Site, Papua New Guineas’ recent World Heritage listing.  

 
Dominic GALICIA 
Architect 
National Committee of Monuments and Sites 
Philippines 
  

Mr. Galicia sits on the Executive Council of the National Committee on 
Monuments and Sites (NCMS), which is the Philippine government’s prime 
agent in the stewardship of heritage structures and environments. He also 
sits on the Advisory Council and is a past Vice President of the Heritage 
Conservation Society (HCS), the country’s leading NGO for the 
preservation of architectural heritage. He obtained his professional 
Degree in Architecture in 1988 from the University of Notre Dame, Notre 
Dame, Indiana, USA, where he was a Notre Dame Scholar. He passed 
architecture license examinations in both New York and the Philippines, 
and runs his own architecture firm in Manila. 
 

 
Rachel GUIMBATAN 
Chief Technical Consultant 
Office of the Provincial Governor 
Province of Ifugao 
Philippines 
  

Ms. Guimbatan is a professional architect and planner working with the 
Governor’s Office in the province of Ifugao on its programme to safeguard 
the culture that sustained the Ifugao watershed and the Rice Terraces of 
the Philippine Cordilleras, a World Heritage Site in Danger. She specializes 
on rights-based development planning in lived-in protected areas. 
Currently, she advises on and coordinates a knowledge transfer 
programme that capitalizes on indigenous knowledge systems and 
collaborative practices to underpin heritage conservation efforts and 
support other development programmes of the local government. She 
also volunteers as a project development officer in the local NGO, the 
Save the Ifugao Terraces Movement (SITMo). 
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Ruvini ARIYARATNE 
Management Executive 
Ministry of Information, Communication and the Arts (MICA) 
Singapore 
  

Ms. Ariyaratne graduated from the National University of Singapore with 
a Bachelors of Arts (Honours) Degree and is currently employed at the 
Ministry of Information, Communication and the Arts. Her roles include 
facilitating the implementation of MICA’s innovation strategy, corporate 
and strategic planning. She conducts research and environmental 
scanning as well as supporting MICA’s relations with UNESCO. 

 

  

Jean WEE 
Director/Preservation of Monuments Board 
Ministry of Information, Communication and the Arts (MICA) 
Singapore 
  

Ms. Wee graduated from the National University of Singapore with a 
double major; English and Bachelors of Arts. She also did a sculpture 
and ceramics diploma at Hunter Technology, New South Wales, 
Australia. After teaching in a College School for 13 years, she joined the 
Singapore Art Museum, overseeing education, programmes and museum 
development while also being a curator in charge of India. In 2007, she 
joined the Museum of the National University of Singapore as a curator 
of The Baba House Conservation Project, and in 2009, she joined the 
Preservation Monument Board (PMB). 
 

 
Hemantha BALACHANDRA 
Director of Development 
Ministry of Cultural Affairs and National Heritage 
Sri Lanka 

 
 

 

 

Mr. Balachandra received a Bachelors Degree in Built Environment and a 
Masters Degree in Architecture from the University of Moratuwa, Sri 
Lanka. He also holds a Post Graduate Diploma in Urban Revitalisation and 
Heritage Management from the Institute of Housing and Urban 
Development in the Netherlands. Presently he holds the position of 
Director of Development of the Central Cultural Fund. Mr. Balachandra 
has more than 20 years working experience as a conservation architect in 
the field of Cultural Heritage Conservation. His present work includes 
project planning, implementation and the evaluation of World Heritage 
Sites in Sri Lanka. 
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Thanik LERTCHARNRIT 
Associate Professor 
Department of Archeology, Silpakorn University 
Thailand 

 
 
 

 

 

Mr. Lertcharnrit was born in Khon Kaen, a northeastern province of 
Thailand, which is rich in cultural heritage. He received a Bachelors 
Degree in Archaeology (Honours) in 1985 from Silpakorn University, and 
worked in southern Thailand for almost nine years as an archaeologist 
and cultural officer at the Prince of Songkla University. He then obtained 
a scholarship from the Government of Thailand to pursue his Master of 
Arts degree in the US and his PhD from Washington State University. He 
returned to Thailand in 2001 and has severed as a full time faculty 
member at the Department of Archaeology, Silpakorn University since 
2001. He has conducted research on archaeology and cultural resource 
management. He is currently a program coordinator for the MA program 
in cultural resource management. 
 

  
 

Sahawat NAENNA 
Director 
Ministry of Culture 
Thailand 

  

 
 

 

Mr. Naenna graduated with a Bachelors Degree from the Faculty of 
Archaeology, Silpakorn University, Bangkok in 1974. He worked as an 
archaeologist for 12 years in North and Northeast Thailand and in 1987 
was appointed to be the Head of the Regional Office in Khon Kaen 
province. In 1995 he was appointed as the Director of the Office of 
Archaeology and National Museum in Nakorn Rajasima province, and in 
2000 was appointed as the Director of the 8th Regional Office in Chiang 
Mai province. 
 

 
Hatthaya SIRIPHATTHANAKUN 
Landscape Architect 
Fine Arts Department 
Ministry of Culture 
Thailand 

 
 

 

 

Ms. Siriphattanakun graduated with a Bachelors Degree of Landscape 
Architecture, and has worked as an environmental professional for the 
Bangkok Metropolitan Administration as well as the Public Works 
Department, where she was responsible for landscape design for all public 
sectors around the country. After joining the Fine Arts Department (FAD), 
her responsibilities have included screening, assessing and specifying the 
important points of all developments and conservation applications. She 
gained an MA in conservation from the University of York (UK), and has 
been involved in World Heritage issues ranging from landscape 
conservation at World Heritage sites to new site nomination. 
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Tam TRUONG THI LAN 
Chief of Technical and Research Section 
Ha Long Bay Management Board 
Viet Nam 

 

 

 

Ms. Truong Thi Lan graduated from Ha Noi Foreign Language Teacher’s 
Training College in 1991 and then worked for the Inservice - Economical 
Technical College of Quang Ninh as a teacher of English until 1999. From 
May 1999 she has been working for the Ha Long Bay Management Board 
as Chief of the Technical and Research Section. She has a B.A Diploma of 
English and B.A of Economics and a diploma in Politics as well as a State 
Administrative Management Certificate. 
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Resource Persons 

 
Duncan MARSHALL 
Heritage Consultant/Architect 
ICOMOS 
Australia 

 

 

Mr. Marshall is a conservation architect and heritage specialist with over 
25 years experience in the private, government and non-government 
sectors. He has a long-standing involvement with ICOMOS activities 
nationally and regionally. Duncan’s consulting work has included a range 
of projects related to Australian World Heritage or potential sites, 
including the current nomination of a series of convict sites. He was a 
member of the working group which reviewed the Burra Charter. With 
Australia ICOMOS Duncan has, for many years, provided assistance with 
its advocacy and lobbying work. 
 

 
Ilse WURST 
Director - Historic Heritage Management Section 
Department of Environment and Heritage 
Australia 

 

 
 
 

 

Ms. Wurst is Director of the Historic Management Section at the 
Department of Environment and Heritage, Canberra, Australia. 

 
Vinod MATHUR 
Dean 
Wildlife Institute of India 
India 

 
 

 

Mr. Mathur is Dean, Faculty of Wildlife Sciences, at the Wildlife Institute 
of India. Specialist in Wildlife and Protected Area Management, 
Environmental Impact Assessment for Biodiversity Conservation and 
Natural Heritage Conservation, he has been actively involved a UNF-
UNESCO project ‘Building Partnerships to support UNESCO’s World 
Heritage Biodiversity Programme: India’ in India. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



     UNITAR Hiroshima Series on the Management and Conservation of World Heritage Sites 
 Sixth Session 

“Conservation for Peace: World Heritage Impact Assessment” 
19 - 24 April 2009, Hiroshima, Japan 

 

 

 
 
Qunli HAN 
Representative and Director 
UNESCO Tehran Cluster Office 
Iran 

 
 
 

 

 

Mr. Han joined the UNESCO Tehran Cluster Office, which covers four 
countries; Iran (resident) Afghanistan, Pakistan and Turkmenistan in 
2007. From 1998 – 2007, he worked for the UNESCO Regional Science 
Bureau for Asia and the Pacific (Jakarta), mainly for Man and the 
Biosphere (MAAB) Programme and natural World heritage. His tasks 
include coordination of subregional MAB networks, site management 
support, monitoring, and assistance in Biosphere Reserves and World 
Heritage nomination. Between 1989 – 1997, Qunli worked in UNESCO 
Paris for MAB on ICT applications for ecosystem management and the 
establishment of MABnet. Han Qunli graduated from the Chinese 
University of Science and Technology in 1980n (UTSC) in computer 
sciences and received training in environmental information systems 
during 1985 – 1986 in Italy. He worked for the Chinese Academy of 
Sciences (CAS) in Beijing during 1980 – 1988 as research fellow and 
became deputy director of the Division of Terrestrial resources 
Information in the Commission for Integrated Survey of Natural 
resources of CAS in 1987. 
 

 
Yasuo HASHIMOTO 
Director 
International Affairs Division 
General Affairs Bureau 
Hiroshima Prefecture 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Mr. Hashimoto was the Director of Hiroshima Prefectures Singapore Office 
from 1991 – 1994 and has worked as the Supervisor of the International 
Exchange Division, the Division Director of the Hiroshima International 
Center, the Director of Training Planning at the Government Training 
Center, Associate Director of Policy Planning, Policy Planning Bureau 
before assuming his current position. He was also seconded to Hiroshima 
University as a Professor between 2001 and 2005. 
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Norioki ISHIMARU 
Professor  
Department of Integrated Architecture 
Faculty of Engineering Department of Architecture Technology 
Hiroshima International University  
Japan 

 
 
 

 

 

Mr. Ishimaru has been working in the field of urban planning studies, 
especially on reconstruction planning of war damaged-areas such as 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki since 1977. Dr. Ishimaru identified many 
planning ideas and materials in relation to the reconstruction of 
Hiroshima and made clear to the public that several atomic-bombed 
buildings still survived and that some of them were worth preserving. He 
has compiled or participated in the compiling of several history 
publications related to the reconstruction of Hiroshima and provided 
contribution towards the planning of such places or properties as the 
Peace Memorial Park, Peace Boulevard and the Motoyasu River bank. He 
has not only served as a researcher into atomic-bombed buildings but 
has also made proposals about the preservation of some of the buildings 
for modern use. Currently Dr. Ishimaru is conducting research on the 
buffer zones of the World Heritage sites in Hiroshima - the Atomic Bomb 
Dome and Itsukushima Shrine. 
 

 
Naoko Koizumi 
Interpreter 

 

 
 
 

 

Ms. Koizumi graduated from Kyoto University with a degree in American 
Literature. She has worked as a freelance translator since 1994 with 
clients including the Hiroshima Prefectural Government, the Japan 
Fulbright Memorial Fund, the International Hospitality and Conference 
Service Association and the JETRO Hiroshima Office. 
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Takayoshi KUSAGO 
Deputy Director 
Global Collaboration Center 
Osaka University 
Japan 

 

 

Mr. Kusago graduated from the University of Tokyo and gained an MA 
from Stanford University in 1992, and a PhD from The University of 
Wisconsin-Madison, in Development Studies in 1996. He has taught at 
Meiji Gakuin University in Tokyo and worked as a Senior Policy Advisor for 
Poverty Reduction at the United Nations Development Programme, 
Bangkok. He has also taught at the Graduate School of Economics and 
Business Administration at Hokkaido University and is currently Deputy 
Director and Associate Professor at the Global Collaboration Center in 
Osaka, and Associate Professor, Graduate School of Human Sciences at 
Osaka University. His key teaching subjects are International Social and 
Economic Development, and Regional Public Policy: Theory and Practice. 
 

 
Nobuyuki UEMURA 
Associate Professor 
Environmental Research and Management Centre 
Hiroshima University 
Japan 

 

 

Mr. Uemura is currently working as an Associate Professor in 
Environmental Research and Management Centre at the University of 
Hiroshima University. For the past 16 years he was a Research Associate 
for Department of Architecture in Faculty of Engineering, Hiroshima 
University. Also as a Research Associate for 2 years for Environmental 
Research and Management Centre in University of Hiroshima. From 2005 
until 2006 he was a member for Research Committee of the Miyajima 
Heritage Conservation Area. 
 

 
Yushi UTAKA 
Associate Professor 
University of Hyogo 
Japan 
 
 
 

 

 

Mr. Utaka is currently working as an Associate Professor at the University 
of Hyogo. His research interest is in heritage conservation, with a special 
focus on an Asian social context and he has been conducting field 
research in Southeast Asia for the past 15 years. Yushi Utaka was 
researcher at University Science Malaysia in Penang state from 1995-
1996 and 2001-2003, and at the National University of Singapore in 
2001. He obtained his Ph.D. at Kyoto University in 1997, and has been 
awarded academic prizes from numerous institutions, including the 
Architectural Institute of Japan and the Osaka and Nagoya City 
Governments. Yushi Utaka has been teaching human settlement planning 
and sustainable development from 1997 and is currently involved in 
heritage conservation projects in Japan and the Asia region 
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Kumiko YONEDA 
Senior Research Scientist 
Japan Wildlife Research Center (JWRC) 
Japan 

 
 
 

 

 

Ms. Yoneda, a Senior Research Scientist of the Japan Wildlife Research 
Center (JWRC), has been attending the World Heritage Committee and 
related meetings since 1997 as an advisor on International cooperation to 
the Ministry of the Environment of Japan. She participated in the 
formulation of a tentative list of natural sites in Japan and in the 
preparation of nomination documents for the Shiretoko area in northern 
Japan, which was inscribed on the World Heritage List in July 2005. She 
has been working on nature conservation and protected area 
management since she was dispatched to Africa in 1993 as a Japan 
International Cooperation Agency (JICA) expert. In 1996, she initiated a 
three-year project to formulate a management plan for Kafue National 
Park in Zambia. 
 

 
Sujeong KIM 
Research Coordinator 
Jeju Peace Institute 
Korea 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Ms. Kim graduated with a Masters Degree from the Graduate School of 
International Area Studies, Hankuk University of Foreign Studies, Seoul, 
after graduating with a Bachelors Degree in Russian Language and 
Literature. She currently acts as a Research Coordinator at the Jeju Peace 
Institute, Jeju, Korea. 
 

 
Paul MAHONEY 
Manager Historic Heritage 
Department of Conservation 
New Zealand 

 
 

Mr. Mahoney is Manager Historic Heritage for the Department of 
Conservation in New Zealand. The Department is New Zealand's national 
state party for World Heritage. Paul expects to manage the preparation of 
nomination cases for four cultural sites over the next few years, and to 
assess other possible sites. The Department manages New Zealand's 
protected conservation lands which are 34% of the total land area. This 
includes the management of 646 key historic heritage sites covering a 
wide range of types and themes. Paul is responsible for the development 
of management systems and standards, strategic planning and staff 
training. He is a civil engineer by training and has worked professionally 
in heritage since 1982.  
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Jean-Claude BOLAY 
VPRI - Director of the Cooperation Unit 
UNESCO Chair "Technologies for Development" 
Ecole Polytechnique Federale de Lausanne 
Switzerland 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Mr. Bolay graduated with a PhD in Political Sciences, from the University 
of Lausanne in 1984. He is currently Director of International Cooperation 
and a Professor in Urbanization and Sustainable Development and North-
South cooperation at Ecole Polytechnique Federale de Lausanne. He was 
formally a member of the Directors Board of NCCR North-South, 
“Scientific partnership for mitigating the syndromes of global change”; 
“Social practices in urban societies” and “Sustainable Development, 
Metropolisation and Pollution of Natural Resources in Ho Chi Minh City, 
Vietnam” and was coordinator of the FNRS research project “Rural-Urban 
Interface: The role of small regional centers in Ecuador” and the SDC-
EPFL Project “Urban Environment and Social Disparities” (1999-2001).  
  
 

 
Richard ENGELHARDT 
Charge de Mission and Senior Advisor for Culture  
UNESCO Regional Office for Education 
Thailand  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Mr. Engelhardt served with the United Nations from 1981 - 2008. His 
most recent assignment was as UNESCO Regional Advisor for Culture for 
Asia-Pacific. He has received numerous honors in recognition of his 
services in safeguarding heritage. In 1994, H.M. King Norodom Sihanouk 
of Cambodia knighted him with the title of Commandeur de l’Ordre Royal 
du Cambodge. In addition to his Cambodian knighthood,   Mr. Engelhardt 
has been decorated by the governments of China, the Philippines and Viet 
Nam. He has also been honored by the Global Heritage Fund with a 
Lifetime Achievement Award for his contribution to the conservation of 
the world’s heritage.   Mr. Engelhardt is now UNESCO Charge de Mission 
and Senior Advisor for Culture. He holds the UNESCO Chair of Heritage 
Management at the National College of Art in Lahore, Pakistan and is the 
International Advisor to the Center for Culture Heritage Studies at 
Australia’s Deakin University.   Mr. Engelhardt is a noted lecturer on 
cultural studies and the author of numerous scholarly articles, books and 
publications, the latest of which is Asia Conserved, published by 
UNESCO in 2007.  
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Jeffrey CODY 
Senior Project Specialist 
Education Department 
Getty Conservation Institute 
USA 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Mr. Cody, Ph.D., Associate AIA, is an architectural historian who has 
written extensively about 20th century Chinese architecture, and who also 
specializes in heritage conservation. Currently a Senior Project Specialist 
at the Getty Conservation Institute in Los Angeles, he focuses on 
conservation education, based in part upon his teaching experience at the 
university level. Between 1995 and 2004 Jeffrey Cody taught architectural 
history in the Department of Architecture at the Chinese University of 
Hong Kong. During that time he published Building in China: Henry K. 
Murphy's ‘Adaptive' Architecture, 1914-1935 (University of Washington 
Press and Chinese University Press, 2001) and Exporting American 
Architecture, 1870-2000 (Routledge, 2003). He was also a member of the 
Hong Kong Government's Antiquities Advisory Board and periodically 
served as a consultant on several conservation projects in Hong Kong. He 
also participated in several participatory, conservation-related design 
charrettes in the southern China region. From 1989 to 1994 he taught in 
Cornell University's Graduate Program in Historic Preservation Planning. 
Jeffrey Cody serves on the Advisory Board of the International Association 
for the Study of Traditional Environments (USA) and on the Editorial 
Board of the Series on History, Planning and the Environment, published 
by Routledge (UK). 
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UNITAR Hiroshima Office Staff2

 
 

Nassrine AZIMI 

 

 

Nassrine Azimi has a post-graduate Degree in urban studies from the 
School of Architecture of the University of Geneva. She graduated in 
political science from the University of Lausanne and in international 
relations from the Graduate Institute of International Studies in Geneva, 
and has also completed a programme of communication and journalism at 
Stanford University. At UNITAR, Nassrine Azimi has been the coordinator of 
the Institute’s environmental training programmes, deputy to the executive 
director, and chief of the Institute’s New York office, respectively. She 
directs the publications for the UNITAR-IPS conference series in 
peacekeeping, under which she has edited six books. In 2003, she was 
invited as a visiting scholar to the Centre for the Study of Ethnicity and 
Race at Columbia University. In May 2003 she was appointed the first 
director of the new UNITAR Office, established in Hiroshima. 
 

 
Johanna DIWA 

 

 

 

Johanna Diwa is in the process of studying for a PhD in Education at the 
Institute of Comparative and International Education at the Graduate 
School of Education of Hiroshima University. She has previously graduated 
with an MA in Education from the same university and an MA in Philosophy 
from the University of the Philippines. 

 
Dina HANGGRAINI 

 

 

Dina Hanggraini graduated from University of Indonesia with B.Sc. Degree 
in Molecular Biology. She received a scholarship from the Government of 
Switzerland to obtain her master Degree in University of Geneva. She has 
working experiences in the Indonesian National Research Institute in the 
making of Rice Transgenic Resistance to blast disease, also she worked with 
UNICEF Indonesia under the Tsunami Affected Areas and Polio National 
Campaign projects. She joined UNITAR in 2007 as an intern, now she is 
working as an assistant to the Program Officer. 
 

 
Berin McKENZIE 

 

 

Berin McKenzie graduated with a B.A. Degree in Japanese from New 
Zealand's Canterbury University as well as B.A. (Hons.) and M.A. Degree in 
International Relations from Auckland University. His M.A. thesis focused on 
multilateral initiatives as pursued by Japan in regards to its China Policy. 
Prior to working at UNITAR Berin was employed in a Japanese local 
government role in Hatsukaichi City, Hiroshima. 

 
 

                                                
2 Listed alphabetically. 
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Hiroko NAKAYAMA 

 

 

Hiroko Nakayama has a higher studies diploma in international relations 
from the Graduate Institute of International Studies in Geneva. She 
obtained a masters Degree in law and a Bachelor’s Degree in 
communications from Seinan Gakuin University in Fukuoka, Japan. She 
previously worked in the field of training and international trade and joined 
UNITAR in 1999, initially with the International Affairs Management 
Programme and the  Environmental Law Programme, and thereafter as a 
programme officer and focal point at UNITAR’s Headquarters of the 
Hiroshima Office. 
 

 
Gaston Ariel NISHIWAKI 

 

 

Gaston Ariel Nishiwaki completed his diploma in Physical Therapy and 
Bachelors Degree from El Salvador University in Argentina in 2000. He has 
been a research student and teaching assistant at the Department of 
Rehabilitation and Physical Medicine at Hokkaido University until 2003. He 
then entered the Graduate School of Health Sciences, Department of Sport 
Rehabilitation, Faculty of Medicine, Hiroshima University and graduated with 
a Doctoral Degree in Health Science in 2007. Dr. Nishiwaki joined UNITAR in 
April 2008. 
 

 
Kaori OKABE 

 

 

Kaori Okabe has a B.A. Degree in education from Kagawa University and an 
M.A. Degree in Educational Development from the Graduate School for 
International Development and Cooperation at Hiroshima University. Prior to 
joining UNITAR she was involved in an Asia/Pacific Cultural Centre for 
UNESCO (ACCU) project for the development of environmental educational 
materials for secondary schools in Nepal. From 1998-2002 she was a 
Research Assistant at Hiroshima University for the Asia-Pacific Programme 
of Educational Innovation for Development (APEID) seminar devoted to 
Education for All and teachers’ education and also spent a year as a 
researcher at the University of Amsterdam in the Netherlands. Kaori Okabe 
has written several papers in the field of international development in 
education and its evaluation. She has been the Office Manager of UNITAR 
since July 2003. 
 

 
Stefan WESIAK 

 

 
 

 
 

Stefan Wesiak graduated with an M.Phil in International Relations from the 
University of Cambridge and an M.A. in European Political Cooperation and 
Economic Integration from the University of Durham. He has previously 
worked as an Editor and Senior Editor at the Economist Intelligence Unit in 
London. 
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Atsushi YASUI 

 

 

Atsushi Yasui received his B.F.A from Pratt Institute, (major in 
Photography, minor in History of Art) and M.A. from the University of 
Wales, Aberystwyth, (major in Photography). In 2002, he worked as a 
volunteer for the Cultural Assets Division Office of the Board of Education, 
City of Ustunomiya, Tochigi Prefecture, Japan. He has also worked as an 
intern for Asia-Pacific Region Unit, UNESCO World Heritage Centre before 
joining UNITAR Hiroshima Office as an Associate in November 2003. 
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