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02) 410m Kurogane holly (Ilex rotunda)   クロガネモチ 

 Rai Sanyo Shiseki Museum  頼山陽史跡資料館内 

  5-15 Fukuromachi, Naka-ku, Hiroshima  中区袋町 5-15 

 

 
Located in the Japanese garden at the Rai Sanyo Shiseki Museum, 
adjacent to an A-bombed building (former Bank of Japan). The tree was 
burned down, leaving only a stump, but it miraculously sprouted in 1949. 
 
Rai Sanyo (1781-1832), a scholar who wrote Nihon Gaishi on Japanese 

history, was born in Osaka but raised in Hiroshima. He was the eldest son 
of a scholar, Rai Shunsui. His family moved to this location in 1790. When 
he illegally left Hiroshima without permission in 1800, he was arrested and 
confined to the small room in the tiny house facing the garden for three 
years, and under less-severe house arrest for another two. During those 
years, he started writing Nihon Gaishi. (Nihon Gaishi was completed in 
1826 and published after his death. It became a best seller.)  
 
A museum called Sanyo Kinenkan was constructed here in 1935, and in 
1936, this tiny house in which Sanyo had been confined was designated as 
a national historic site. At the time of the atomic bombing, the museum was 
heavily destroyed, and the house was burned down.  
 
After the war, the museum building was repaired and used as a social 
education facility. The house was also reconstructed in 1958 by the 
prefectural government. In 1995, the museum building was renovated and 
opened as the Rai Sanyo Shiseki Museum. At that time, the bamboo 
garden and some other small gardens at this museum were developed by 
Nakane Kinsaku (1917-95), a famous landscape gardener who also 
designed the Japanese garden at Adachi Museum in Shimane Prefecture. 
The gate, walls along the street and stone pavement to the museum are 
originals from Sanyo Kinenkan.  
 
Inside the museum, there is a Japanese tea room. If the room is not in use, 
anyone can enjoy Japanese tea and a cake at additional 250 yen. (Prior 
reservation is preferred for Japanese tea: 082-542-7022.) 
 
(Open: 9:30-17:00 Admission: 300 yen (adult). Closed on Monday. When 
Monday is a holiday, it is closed on the following day.) 
 
Reference:  
http://raisanyou.com (in Japanese) 
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