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United Nations Young Leaders Summer Training Programme - Basic Package
Multilateral Diplomacy
Deadline: Closed

Type:

Field Visit

Location:

Geneva, Switzerland

Date:

27 Jul 2020 to 31 Jul 2020

Duration of event:

5 Days

Programme Area:

Multilateral Diplomacy

Speciﬁc Target Audience:

No

Website:

http://www.unitar.org/youngleaders

Price:

$2,300.00

Event Focal Point Email:

julian.caletti@unitar.org

Event Focal Point Contact Number:

0041229178530

BACKGROUND
The United Nations Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR) was established in 1963 as an autonomous body
within the United Nations with the purpose of enhancing the eﬀectiveness of the work of the UN and its member
states.
UNITAR designs and conducts close to 500 diﬀerent training and knowledge sharing events per year for some 50,000
beneﬁciaries

worldwide.

Participants

include

diplomats,

other

government

oﬃcials,

non-governmental

representatives, and other stakeholders.
At the heart of UNITAR, the Multilateral Diplomacy Programme Unit (MDPU) delivers training workshops to address the
needs of these international actors. MDPU’s activities cover a wide range of domains, including training on the UN
system and skills development.

EVENT OBJECTIVES
There are an estimated 1.8 million people today between the ages of 10 and 24, which is the largest generation of
youth in human history. Their numbers are expected to grow—between 2015 and 2030 alone, about 1.9 billion young
people are projected to turn 15 years old.
Connected to each other like never before, young people increasingly contribute to innovative solutions, driving social

progress and inspiring political initiatives. They are agents of change, mobilizing to advance the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) to improve the lives of people and the health of the planet.
UNITAR is therefore delighted to oﬀer a ﬁve-days training programme in Geneva speciﬁcally designed for the global
youth. It will oﬀer participants the chance to gain ﬁrst-hand experience of the United Nations and will provide them
with the necessary knowledge and skills to fully unfold their potential as global leaders.

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE
Hosting 35 international organizations and more than 250 NGOs, the city Geneva oﬀers itself for a whole series of
formative experiences. UNITAR will host most of the programme in the headquarters of the World Meteorological
Organization (WMO), right in the heart of International Geneva. It will provide a unique agenda consisting of a
nuanced balance between the following elements:
Expert Lectures:
UNITAR’s professional network across Geneva allows it to organize a series of 1-2-hour expert lectures, in which
participants can directly learn from UN personal or other high-level oﬃcials. Previous Young Leaders Programme
programmes have included lectures from the following organizations:

United Nations Oﬃce at Geneva (UNOG)
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC)
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC)
Training Workshops:
As its core activity and raison d’être, UNITAR provides several face-to-face workshops to the participants. Delivered by
UN staﬀ and other certiﬁed trainers, previous programmes have included the following workshops:

Leadership Skills
Public Speaking Skills
Career Development Skills
Guided Tours:
Geneva is rich in historic buildings important to international aﬀairs. Thanks to its access across the city, UNITAR can
provide a series of private guided tours. Previous programmes have included tours through the following facilities:

The United Nations’ Palace of Nations (3-hours extensive private guided tour)
The Museum of the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC)
The Maison de la Paix, housing the Graduate Institute of International and Development Studies (IHEID)
Group Projects:
UNITAR also provides several opportunities to engage in group projects together with your fellow participants. These
are both centred on the knowledge and skills necessary to become a global leader and can include the following
components:

Group projects related to the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
Model United Nations (MUN) simulation exercises on UN-related topics
Information sessions on internships and volunteering in the UN system
Outdoor Activities:
UNITAR also provides several opportunities to engage in fun and interactive outdoor activities. Previous ﬁeld visits to
Geneva have included the following components:

Discovery tour of UN agency buildings through the diplomatic district of Geneva
3-hour Dinner Cruise on Lake Geneva
Guided tour through Geneva´s old city

METHODOLOGY
Given the complexity of Geneva's multilateral environment, UNITAR will cover a series of diﬀerent thematic areas
during the course of the programme. These will include peace and security, human rights and humanitarian aﬀairs,
global health and well-being, trade and technology and environment and sustainable development.
The Young Leaders Training Programme is designed to be highly interactive and participatory. Activities will include a
high level of direct exposure to policy practitioners and diplomatic settings, thereby allowing participants to gain a
thorough knowledge and understanding of the United Nations.
All of the activities will take place in the English language. Should there be any component not be available in English,
UNITAR will ensure the participants will be provided with simultaneous interpretation.

TARGETED AUDIENCE
The Young Leaders Training Programme is open to all actors related to international aﬀairs wishing to take on
leadership roles in their respective environment and to build up knowledge and skills related to the United Nations
and International Geneva.
Participants can include university students, high school students and other aspiring young leaders of similar
background. Junior professionals from public and private sector are equally welcome to apply.
In order to ensure the highest quality standards, the registration will be closed after 20 participants. Slots will be
allocated on a ﬁrst-come, ﬁrst-served basis. At the end of the programme, participants will receive a UNITAR
certiﬁcate of completion.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
-------------------------------------------------- IMPORTANT INFORMATION ON COVID-19 ------------------------------------------------------------In light of the recent COVID-19 pandemic, UNITAR will assure the programme will be entirely conform to up-to-date
health safety standards, including social distancing, hygiene measures and contact tracing. The programme's agenda
may be subject to modiﬁcations in line with the most recent developments in this regard. Kindly note that according
to Swiss Authorities, travel restrictions for the entire Schengen Area will likely be lifted from 6 July 2020.
In case that due to any COVID-19-related travel restrictions, participants registered for the ﬁeld visit to Geneva are
unable to travel to Switzerland this summer, it is possible for them to attend the United Nations Online Immersion
Programme free of charge. In addition, their slot for the ﬁeld visit to Geneva will be automatically transferred to the
next edition in winter 2021, with no additional costs charged. For more information, kindly contact the UNITAR event
focal point.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------UNITAR will be responsible for the overall design, coordination and implementation of the Young Leaders Training
Programme. It will liaise with participants on a regular basis prior to the activity's implementation in order to ensure a
smooth and ﬂawless organization for everyone involved.
The participants are responsible to purchase their own travel tickets to and from Geneva as well as to apply for visa to
Switzerland. UNITAR gladly supports this process with the help of oﬃcial visa invitation letters. Participants further
need to take care of their own accommodation and daily meals.
For participants under the age of 18, it is possible to attend the programme solely after written conﬁrmation by their
parents. It is strongly suggested for parents to contact responsible UNITAR organizers in order to clarify questions of
housing, oversight and degree of independence.

UNITAR will sponsor a welcome dinner to the participants, a welcome package including relevant material, entry
tickets to sights and museums as well as the transportation cost during the activity. Please note that as of now, no
scholarships are available to facilitate participation.
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