
Toolbox for 
Decision-Making 
in Chemicals 
Management 

The Inter-Organization Programme for the Sound Management of 
Chemicals (IOMC) is developing an internet-based problem-solving tool 
that will enable countries to identify the most relevant and efficient tools 
to address specific national problems in chemicals management. 

The issue
There are many hundreds of tools and guidance documents 
related to chemicals management that have been 
developed by IOMC Participating Organisations over the 
years and which are relevant for countries in their efforts 
to implement SAICM. It can nevertheless be difficult to 
find the most appropriate tool or guidance document to 
address specific national issues.

This project is being carried out with the financial assistance of the European Union

Launch of the proof-of-concept at ICCM3

A proof-of-concept version of the IOMC Toolbox is launched at the 3rd International Conference on Chemicals Management 
in September 2012. The proof-of-concept focuses on 3 objectives of chemicals management:

 •A national management scheme for pesticides
 •An occupational health and safety system
 •A chemical accidents prevention, preparedness and response system for major hazards. 

Following the launch at ICCM3, the IOMC will develop additional problem solving options for additional chemicals management 
objectives  and implement them in the IOMC Toolbox. This will be an on-going activity.

The solution
The IOMC Toolbox assists countries in identifying 
available IOMC resources that could help to address 
specific national problems related to chemicals 
management. 

Visit the IOMC website to test the proof-of-concept application.
http://www.who.int/iomc/toolbox/en/

EASY ACCESS
The IOMC Toolbox offers a one-stop shop to identify the 

best tools and guidance developed by IOMC Participating 
Organizations to address specific national problems or 

objectives in chemical management.

A TAILORED AND MODULAR APPROACH
For any problem or chemicals management objective identified by a country, there 
are likely to be a number of options available. The Toolbox takes into account the 
resources available and guides the user towards cost-effective solutions adapted 
to the country. The Toolbox gives priority to hazard-based implementation tools 

(e.g. GHS) and easily implemented and readily available tools.

SAICM implementation 
plan, National chemicals 

profile, chemical risk 
assessment etc. 

Problem identification 
and priority setting: 
What are the most 
important issues 

regarding chemicals 
management in my 

country?

Compendium of IOMC material (e.g. POPs, PIC, GHS, PRTR, IPPC, 
Authorisation of pesticides, Risk management of industrial chemicals, 

Mutual Acceptance of Data, Customs control…)

Resource Assessment

Problem solving: What is 
the most cost effective 

solution for my country?
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